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ABSTRACT ^ . h4a> 

The concept of functional literacy might be 

considered to have its ceremonial initiation at the World 
of Ministers of Education on the Eradication of illiteracy in Tehran* 
Iran* in 1965. At that conference important implications emerged for 
program development* methodology of teaching, and program content. An 
effort is made in this paper to work out more specifically these 
implications. The author states that literacy projects should be 
planned basically as part of the educational effort on one hand and 
as part of the economical planning for the country on the other hand- 
The comprehensive nature of the program should include economic* 
social* and political development. The program should also be linked 
mith the literate environment of the community and should be formally 
evaluated. Lack of proper selection of priorities causes the project 
to lose its focus and effectiveness. Today functional literacy 
projects face such problems as <1) reflecting clearly both 
educational and economic concerns, (2) coordinating relations between 
project staff and field staff, (3) finding effective administrative 
methods* and (4) promoting the concept so that highly professional 
commitments at all levels could be obtained. (AH) 
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OCCASIONAL PAPERS XN READING 



Occasional Papers in Reading is issued on a non-regular basis eight to 
twelve times per year by the Reading Program of Indiana University, Dr. 

Leo C, Fay. Chairman. Papers can deal with any aspect of reading, include--, 
ing articles describing research projects, review of research theoretical 
speculation on reading, reports and evaluations on innovative program deve- 
lopments,, review of tests and instructional materials, annotated or analyte 
bibliographies, and other general or . specialised papers of current interest 
to the reading researcher or practitioner. 



The length of the paper will vary depending upon the audit, ree and the pur- 
pose for which the paper is written. Manuscripts should be submitted to 
the Editor, Occasional Papers in Reading, School of Education, Indiana 
University, 238 Pine Hall, Bloomington, Indiana, 1 + 7401 . All submitted 
papers are evaluated by the Editorial Advisory Board; Dr, Carl B, Smith, 
Chair man , Dr, William Blanton, and Dr. James Laffey. Copies of papers in 
the series can be obtained for $1,00 each from the Reading Program office 
222 Pine Hall. 




Editor f s. Note 



Functio nal literacy concerns us all these days and is not a problem 
singular to emerging nations. But countries with large illiterate pop a “ 
tions may offer us guidelines in dealing with teaching those who do not 
read. Dr. Bhola has been active in U.N.E.3.C.O. efforts for world wide 
literacy and has conducted experiments in teaching adult illiterates. 

In this paper he suggests a way to visualise the development of a literacy 
training program. 
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